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Grosvenor St. was built for the
duke of Gloucester, brother of
George III. Its west wing con-
tained a famous collection of
pictures. Bought by Lord
Leverhulme in 1924, the house was
demolished in 1928, large blocks
comprising service flats and shops
being erected on the site.

Grosvenor Square. One of the
famous squares of London. It is
approached from Park Lane by
Upper Brook St. and Upper
Grosvenor St., May fair. About
six acres in area, it was laid out by
William Kent for Sir Richard
Grosvenor (d. 1732) in 1695, and
completed in 1725. The central
gardens occupy the site of Oliver's
Mount (whence Mount St.), a re-
doubt thrown up by the citizens
in 1643 on the approach of
Charles I after Edgehill.

Since the middle of the 18th
century a fashionable quarter, the
square was not lighted by gas until
1839. One of its early residents was
the 4th earl of Chesterfield, at
whose house Dr. Johnson was kept
waiting in an anteroom. At No. 22
William Beckford entertained
Nelson ; at No. 23 the 12th earl of
Derby was married to Elizabeth
Farren the actress; at No. 6
Joseph Neeld, M.P., formed his
collection of pictures. No. 39
(now 44) was a meeting place of
the Cato Street conspirators. Lord
Chancellor Hardwicke, Booking-
ham, Lord North, Wilkea, Strat-
ford de Redcliffe, Bulwer Lytton,
the philanthropic 7th earl of Shaf-
tesbury, Pusey, and J. Pierpont
Morgan were among other notable
residents.

Towards the end of 1942 build-
ings in the square were taken
over by the headquarters staffs
of U.S. forces of the Second Great
War. A year later nearly every
house was occupied by naval,
military, or air force personnel,
the property being " lease-lent " to
the U.S. government. The U.S.
Office of War Information was also
here for a short time. The square
was therefore chosen as the site
for the British national memorial
to the war-time president of the
U.S., F. D. Boosevelt, unveiled by
bis widow, April 12, 1948, and en-
tirely subscribed for in small sums
by the British public. The selected
design, in which a garden en-
shrines an upright sculptured figure
of the president by W. Reid Dick,
was the subject of some contro-
versy, one view being that, because
Roosevelt throughout his presi-
dency had been a cripple from in-
Eaitfue paralysis, he should not
be represented as a standing figure.
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Grote, GEORGE (1794-1871).
British historian. Born at Becken-
bam, Kent, Nov. 17, 1794, and
educated at
Charterhouse,
at 16 he en-
tered his
father's bank.
He read widely
in the classics
and economics
and philosophy.
In addition to
working at the
bank for over
30 years, Grotc
also entered
politics, be-
coming M.P. for the City of
London in 1832, and was interested
in the promotion of the university
of London. Among his friends
were the Mills, father and sou,
Brougham, and Ricardo. In 1843
he retired from the bank and
devoted his leisure to the com-
pletion of his History of Greece.
Though written as a vindication
of democracy, the history, com-
pleted 1856, remains a monument
of research and sound historical
judgement, enriched by passages
of great eloquence. Among other
books by Grote are one on Plato
and the other companions of
Socrates, 1865, and another (un-
finished) on Aristotle, 1872. Grote
died June 18, 1871, and was
buried in Westminster Abbey.

Grotefend, GEOBG FRIBDRICH
(1775-1853). German archaeolo-
gist. Born at Miinden, Hanover,
June 9, 1775, he became succes-
sively professor at Gottingen,
1797, Frankfort, 1803, and Han-
over. 1821. He was chiefly known
as a classical philologist until he
won fame by his contribution to
the decipherment of the Babylon-
ian cuneiform inscriptions. He
died Dec. 15, 1853.

Grotesque. Ancient form of
decorative painting or sculpture,
in which nature was distorted,
parodied, or exaggerated. Thus, in
one variety, human and animal
forms were combined in fantastic
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fashion and interwoven with flowers
and foliage, partly to tone down
what might otherwise have been
merely repulsive. The idea did not
necessarily imply ugliness, but
rather something bizarre, with a
touch of the absurd and incon-
gruous, in which sense the Romans
often introduced it into the decora-
tions of their buildings. The word
is French, from Ital. grottesca,
curious painted work found in
grottos. See Dance of Death.

Groth, KLAUS (1819-99). Ger-
man poet. Born at Heide, Hoi-
stein, April 24, 1819, he was the
first writer of importance to use
Low German as a literary medium.
He achieved fame with Quick-
born, 1852, poems of Dithmarsohen
life. In 1858 he was appointed
lecturer in German at Kiel univer-
sity, and professor, 1866. He died
at Kiel, June 2, 1899.

Grotius, HUGO (1583-1645).
Latinised name of the Dutch jurist
Hugo van Groot. Born at Delft,
April 10, 1583,
son of a lawyer,
of a branch of
the French
noble family
de Cornets,
which took the
name of Groot,
he showed ex-
traordinary in-
tellectual abili-
ties and as a
boy acquired
a wide know-
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classics. Having studied at Leyden
and in France, he became a prac-
tising lawyer, but found time to
write Latin verses and dramas.

In 1603 he was appointed his-
toriographer of the United Pro-
vinces ; other public positions were
also given to him ; but his share in
the politics of the time led to his
fall. Of tolerant spirit, he wished
to mitigate the fierce hostility
between the religious parties in
Holland, but in this he failed. Re-
garding the Remonstrants (q.v.} as
less fanatical than their opponents,
he joined and assisted Baraeveldt
in stating their case. In July, 1618,
Maurice of Orange made a sudden
move against Barneveldt, and
Grotius in 1619 was sentenced to
life imprisonment. In 1620 he
escaped from Loevenstein, thanks
to the wit and devotion of his .wifiv
in a chest used to send bopfes to
him in prison; reaching Pacw^
he lived for some time in poverty ia
France. Later, having entered
the Swedish service in 1634 he was
made ambassador to France- He
died at Rostock, Aug. 28, 1645.

